CAE Listening Part 2 - Test 1

Topic: Assistant Curator (Tro' ly Giam tuyén)

Huéng dén: Pién mot ter hodc cum ter ngdn vao ché tréng.

1.

Lizzy, who works in the furniture, textiles and fashion department of the V and A museum, feels

her job is incredibly .......ccoccuueenen.
She often spends quite a lot of time doing writing and ............cc..... on collections.

The thing about the V and A is that she finds working with collections and objects incredibly

She explains how objects can tell you very interesting and very .......ccoeeueeenn. things about a

period.
She finds the fact that there’s always something new to discover really ........ccccuueernn.

While working in a public Contemporary Art Gallery, she realised she wanted something that was

more history .......cceeeeennnne

She makes the point that there are limited openings, and anyone interested needs to look at it in

b= 1S S a way as possible.

She further explains that the V and A offers various ....ccccccceeeveeens often for students doing a

degree programme.



Pap an va Giai thich

Cau | Pap an Giai thich

1 varied Lizzy truc tiép mé ta cong viéc clia minh: "My job is incredibly varied".

2 research C6 Ay liét ké hai hoat ddng chiém nhiéu thoi gian 1a "writing and research".

3 exciting Lizzy dung trang t&r "incredibly" di kém véi tinh tir "exciting" d& néi vé viéc lam
viéc voi hién vat.

4 unexpected CAu truc "very interesting and very unexpected" dwoc dung dé chi nhirng diéu
bat ngd tir hién vat.

5 thrilling Lizzy dung tw "thrilling" dé dién td& cdm xuc khi phat hién ra nhirng diéu méi
mé.

6 focused Lizzy mubn ddi hwéng sang mang tap trung vao lich s hon nén da dung tir
"history-focused".

7 broad C6 4y khuyén nén tiép can nghé nghiép theo cach rong nhat cé thé: "look at it
in as broad a way as possible".

8 internships V&A cung cép cac ky thwe tap (internships) cho sinh vién vao mua hé.




Transcript

My name is Lizzie Bisley, I'm an Assistant Curator in the Furniture, Textiles and Fashion department at
the V&A. My job is incredibly varied, so this morning | started my day doing some research on a
Napoleonic medal cabinet that the V&A has just acquired, and then | spent about an hour looking at an
amazing 1950s Christian Dior dress. Tomorrow I've got some visitors coming in to look at some 1980s
Italian designs, I'll be meeting them in the store to look at that, and | spend quite a lot of time doing
writing and research on the collection and publishing things online on the V&A’'s Search the Collections

database.

The best thing about working at the V&A is probably working with the collection, because | find it
incredibly exciting to work with objects. The V&A has an amazing collection, but in any museum
collection | think you’ll always find objects that tell you something very interesting and very unexpected
about the period that you're looking at, or the people who made it, and no matter how many times an
object has been studied, there’s always something else that you can think about or discover about it,
which is really thrilling. But the other great thing about working at the V&A is that it’s filled with so many

interesting people.

You're always meeting people who have something exciting and different to tell you. | really enjoyed
history at high school and then went on to do my degree and had a job for a couple of years working in a
public contemporary art gallery, which was great, but | realised that | really wanted to do something that
was more history-focused, so | came and started doing a master’s degree in history of design, and then
worked for about three or four years doing about ten jobs at a time, patching together little bits of
research and editorial work and little bits of writing, and kind of finally managed to get a job as an
assistant curator. And | think one of the difficult things about getting into curatorial work is that there
aren’t a huge number of jobs, so you need to be willing to take on lots of different things and look at it in
as broad a way as possible, and make your own projects if there aren’t any available, that kind of thing,

kind of attack it in as many different ways as you can.

We work in the Furniture and Textiles and Fashion department, we work a lot with young people who
come in as visitors, so partly school groups who come in either to have appointments in our stores and
look at objects in the study rooms, objects that are in storage, or we also give talks and tours to school
groups quite often who come round, but we also offer various internships often for students who are in a

summer between two years of a degree programme.

We try to give as much help as possible to students who want to work in museums, and give them a real
sense of what the practical work of being in a museum is like. | think you need to be, to do a job like the
assistant curator job at the V&A, you need to be interested in objects, and you need to be interested in
research, and you need to be interested in history or thinking about what objects can tell you about the
past or the present. You also have to be quite able to work in a very varied way, and you have to enjoy

practical work because a lot of curatorial jobs are quite practical.



Dich nghia

Tén toi la Lizzie Bisley, t6i 1a Tro ly Giam tuyén tai khoa Noi that, D&t may va Thoi trang cla Victoria and
Albert Museum. Coéng viéc cua t6i vd cung da dang. Sang nay, t6i bat dau ngay lam viéc bang viéc
nghién ctru vé mot chiéc td dwng huan chwong théi Napoleon ma béo tang vira maéi tiép nhan. Sau dd,
t6i danh khodng mot tiéng dé xem xét mot chiéc vay Christian Dior tlr nhitng ndm 1950 tuyét dep. Ngay
mai, toi s& dén mot sb khach dén xem cac thiét ké Y cla thap nién 1980, t6i sé gap ho tai kho lwu trir dé
cling xem cac hién vat d4. Ngoai ra, t6i cling danh kha nhiéu thdi gian dé viét bai, nghién ctu vé bd swu

tap va dang tai thong tin 1én co s& dir liéu “Search the Collections” ctia V&A.

Diéu tuyét voi nhat khi lam viéc tai V&A c6 1 [a dwoc lam viéc truc tiép véi cac hién vat, vi toi thay didu
do6 cuwc ky thu vi. V&A s& hiru mot bd swu tap dang kinh ngac, nhwng t6i nghi & béat ky bao tang nao
ciing luén cé nhirng hién vat ké cho ban nghe nhirng cau chuyén rat tha vi va bat ngd vé thoi ky lich st
hay nhirng con ngu®i da tao ra ching. Du mét hién vat da dwoc nghién cteu bao nhiéu lan di nira, van
ludn co diéu gi d6 méi dé suy nghi hodc kham pha thém vé no, va didu do that sw rat hap dan. Mot diéu

tuyét vori khac khi lam viéc tai V&A 1a noi day cé rat nhiéu con ngudi tha vi.

Ban luén gap duoc nhitng ngudi co6 nhirtng cau chuyén méi mé va thu vi dé chia sé. Toi rat thich mén
lich st héi hoc cap ba, sau dé tiép tuc hoc dai hoc va lam viéc vai nam tai mot phong trwng bay nghé
thuat dwong dai cong cdng. Cong viéc do rat tuyét, nhwng tdi nhan ra minh that sy mudn lam diéu gi do
thién vé lich sir hon. Vi vay, t6i bat dau hoc thac si chuy&n nganh lich st thiét ké, réi lam viéc khoang ba
dén bén nam véi rat nhidu coéng viéc cung luc - ghép ndi cac dw an nghién ctru nhd, cong viéc bién tap
va viét lach - va cubi cuing ciling cé dwoc vi tri tro’ ly giam tuyén. Téi nghi mdt trong nhivng khé khén cta
coéng viéc giam tuyén 1a sb lwong vi tri khdng nhiéu, nén ban phai sdn sang thir sirc véi nhiéu cong viéc
khac nhau, nhin nhan linh vwc nay theo hwéng réng mé nhét cé thé, tw tao ra cac dw an cho minh néu

chwa c6 co hdi sdn, va tiép can né bang nhiéu cach khac nhau.

Chung t6i lam viéc tai khoa Noi that, Dét may va Thoi trang, ddng thdi thworng xuyén lam viéc véi cac
ban tré dén tham quan. M6t phan 1a cac nhém hoc sinh dén theo lich hen dé& tham quan kho Iwu trir va
xem cac hién vat trong phong nghién clru, nhirng hién vat dang dwoc bao quan trong kho. Chang toi
ciing thwdng xuyén t6 chirc cac budi ndi chuyén va tham quan danh cho cac nhédm hoc sinh. Ngoai ra,
chung t6i con cung cip nhiéu chwong trinh thwe tap cho sinh vién trong ky nghi hé gitra cac ndm dai

hoc.

Chung t6i ¢b géng hé tro tdi da cho nhirng sinh vién mudn lam viéc trong linh vwc bao tang va gitp ho
hiéu rd cong viéc thuc té trong bao tang dién ra nhw thé ndo. To6i nghi dé lam codng viéc tro ly giam tuyén
tai V&A, ban can yéu thich cac hién vat, yéu thich nghién ctru, yéu thich lich st hodc thich tim hiéu xem
cac hién vat cé thé ké cho ching ta diéu gi vé qua khir hay hién tai. Ban ciing can c6 kha nang lam viéc
linh hoat trong nhiéu Iinh vwec khac nhau va thich céng viéc thuc t&, vi rat nhiéu cong viéc giam tuyén

mang tinh thwc hanh kha cao.
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