CAE Reading Part 5 - Test 2:
Urban Wildlife

Instructions:

You are going to read an article about the impact of technology on human memory. For questions 1-6,

choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Urban Wildlife: The New Frontier of Evolution

In recent decades, a silent revolution has been taking place in our cities. As urban areas expand, the
boundary between the natural world and the concrete jungle has blurred. Traditionally, biologists viewed
cities as biological deserts, but recent studies of urban foxes have challenged this notion. What surprised
the biologists most about these urban foxes was not just their presence, but the significant shift in their
physical development. Analysis shows that urban foxes are evolving shorter snouts and smaller
braincases compared to their rural counterparts, a change that mirrors the "domestication syndrome"

seen in dogs, despite these foxes having no direct domestic contact with humans.

This adaptation has been accelerated by environmental policies that have paved the way for wildlife to
integrate into urban areas more easily. Increased green spaces and improved waste management have
inadvertently created ideal habitats. However, the urban environment poses unique challenges,
particularly noise. Many bird species have been observed changing the pitch of their songs in cities. This
is not for aesthetic reasons, but a vital necessity to communicate over the low-frequency noise of traffic,

ensuring their calls reach potential mates or rivals.

Intelligence is another key factor in urban survival. The writer mentions the raccoons in Toronto to
illustrate the incredible problem-solving skills developed by urban animals. These creatures have learned
to bypass "raccoon-proof' organic waste bins, demonstrating a level of persistence and cognitive
flexibility that far exceeds that of their forest-dwelling relatives. They have effectively turned the city into a

giant puzzle box where the prize is a high-calorie meal.

Human reaction to these new neighbors is varied. The attitude of local residents towards the increasing
wildlife presence is mixed, ranging from fascination at seeing a hawk on a skyscraper to intense
frustration regarding property damage caused by burrowing animals. While some see it as a sign of

ecological recovery, others view it as an invasive nuisance that requires strict control.

This phenomenon suggests that evolution is not a slow process relegated to deep time, but something
happening right now under our feet. We are witnessing a high-speed experiment in natural selection

where the urban landscape is the laboratory.



Questions:

1. What surprised the biologists most about the urban foxes?
A. Their ability to cross busy highways safely.
B. Their varied diet compared to rural foxes.
C. The significant shift in their physical development.

D. The lack of fear they showed towards humans.

2. Inthe second paragraph, the phrase paved the way implies that the new environmental policies
A. created physical paths for animals to travel.
B. destroyed natural habitats inadvertently.
C. made it easier for wildlife to integrate into urban areas.

D. forced animals to migrate to less populated regions.

3. Why are some bird species changing the pitch of their songs in cities?
A. To communicate over the low-frequency noise of traffic.
B. To attract different types of mates from neighboring territories.
C. To intimidate smaller birds competing for food sources.

D. To mimic the sounds of machinery for camouflage.

4. The writer mentions the raccoons in Toronto to illustrate
A. the failure of municipal waste management systems.
B. the incredible problem-solving skills developed by urban animals.
C. the dangers of human-animal interaction in residential areas.

D. the rapid decline of local wildlife populations.

5. What is the attitude of local residents towards the increasing wildlife presence?
A. Overwhelmingly hostile and demanding eradication.
B. Completely indifferent as it does not affect their daily lives.
C. Mixed, ranging from fascination to frustration regarding property damage.

D. Purely enthusiastic and supportive of conservation efforts.

6. Which title best summarizes the article?
A. The End of the Wilderness
B. Concrete Jungles: How Animals Master the City
C. The Threat of Urban Expansion on Biodiversity

D. Human Interventions in Wildlife Behavior



Bang dap an va giai thich chi tiét:

Cau Dap an Giai thich

1 C. The significant shift in their| Sw ngac nhién I&n nhat ctia cac nha sinh hoc la sw thay
physical development. déi dang ké vé hinh thai va thé chat (mém ngan hon,

hoép so nhé hon) cla loai cao thanh thi.

2 C. made it easier for wildlife to|] Cum tir paved the way ngu y tao diéu kién thuan loi,
integrate into urban areas. giup doéng vat hoang da dé dang hoda nhap vao méi

trwdng do thi hon.

3 A. To communicate over the| Loai chim phai thay ddi cao dd tiéng hot dé co thé giao
low-frequency noise of traffic. tiép xuyén qua nhirng tiéng 6n tan s6 thap twr xe co.

4 B. the incredible problem-solving| Vi du vé& géu tric & Toronto cho thdy kha nang giai
skills developed by urban| quyét vdn dé va sv linh hoat trong tw duy cla déng vat
animals. khi dbi mat v&i cac thir thach & thanh phé.

5 C. Mixed, ranging from| Thai d0 clia cw dan dan xen gilra sy thich thu khi quan
fascination to frustration| sat thién nhién va sw bwc bdi do nhirng thiét hai vé tai
regarding property damage. san.

6 B. Concrete Jungles: How| Tiéu d& nay tém gon hoan hdo néi dung vé viéc cac loai
Animals Master the City dong vat dang thich nghi va lam chi méi tredng do thi.

Dich nghia:

Trong nhirng thap ky gan day, mot cudc cach mang thdm lang dang dién ra ngay trong cac thanh phd
cta chung ta. Khi cac khu vc dd thi mé rong, ranh gidi gitra thé gisi tw nhién va "rirng bé téng" da tré
nén md nhat. Theo truyén thdng, cac nha sinh hoc coi thanh phé la nhivng ving hoang mac sinh hoc,
nhwng cac nghién ctru gan day vé loai cdo do thi da thach thirc quan niém nay. Diéu khién cac nha sinh
hoc ngac nhién nhét vé nhirng con céo thanh thi nay khéng chi 1a sy hién dién ctia ching, ma con 13 sw
thay dbi dang ké trong sw phat trién thé chat cGa chung. Cac phan tich cho thdy céo d6 thj dang tién héa
dé c6 mdm ngan hon va hop so nhé hon so véi cac ddng loai & ndng thdn, mot sw thay déi phan chiéu
"hdi chirng thudn héa" thuéng thay & loai chd, méc du nhivng con cdo nay khdng cé sw tiép xuc trwe tiép

mang tinh thuan duéng véi con nguoi.

Su thich nghi nay da dwoc diy nhanh béi cac chinh sach méi trwdng, nhirng chinh sach da mé dwong
cho déng vat hoang da hoa nhap vao cac khu vy dd thi dé dang hon. Viéc tdng cuéng cac khdng gian

xanh va cai thién quan ly chat thai d& vé tinh tao ra nhitng mai trwdng séng ly twdng. Tuy nhién, méi



trwdng d6 thi cling dat ra nhirng thach thirc doc dao, dic biét la tiéng dn. Nhiéu loai chim da dwoc quan
sat thdy dang thay dbi cao do tiéng hét ciia ching trong thanh phé. Diéu nay khéng phai vi ly do thAm
my, ma la mét nhu ciu sbng con dé giao tiép vrot qua nhirng tiéng on tan sb thap cua giao théong, dam

bao tiéng hét ciia ching dén dwoc véi ban tinh tiém nang hodc cac dbi tha.

Tri thong minh 1a mot yéu té then chdt khac dé sinh tdn trong dd thi. Tac gid dé cap dén nhirng con géu
trac & Toronto d& minh hoa cho k§ ndng gidi quyét van d& dang kinh ngac dwoc phat trién béi cac loai
dong vat thanh thi. Nhirng sinh vat nay da hoc dwoc cach vwot qua cac thung rac hivu co duoc thiét ké
"chéng géau truc", thé hién mirc d6 kién tri va linh hoat trong nhan thirc vrot xa cac ho hang séng trong
rirng cla chung. Chung da bién thanh phd thanh mét chiéc hop giai db khdng 16 ma giai thwdng la mot

blra an giau calo.

Phan rng cla con nguwdi ddi véi nhivng "nguwdi hang xdm" méi nay rat da dang. Thai dd cia cw dan dia
phuwong dbi véi sy hién dién ngdy cang tadng cia déng vat hoang da 1a sy dan xen, tir sw thich tha khi
nhin thAy mét con diéu hau trén mét tda nha choc trdi dén sw buc bdi tot d6 lién quan dén nhivng thiét
hai tai san do cac loai ddng vat dao hang gay ra. Trong khi mot s6 ngudi coi d6 1a d4u hiéu cta sy phuc
hdi sinh thai, nhitng nguwdi khac lai xem dé 1a mot sy phién toai xam 1an can duwoc kiém soat nghiém
ngat.

Hién twong nay goi y rang tién héa khéng phai 1a mét qua trinh cham chap chi thudc vé thoi gian xa
xwa, ma la mét diéu gi do dang xay ra ngay luc nay dwdi chan ching ta. Chung ta dang chivng kién mét

cudc thtr nghiém tbc d6 cao vé chon loc tw nhién, noi cdnh quan dé thi chinh Ia phong thi nghiém.
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