CAE Reading Part 5 - Test 5: The Deep Space
Debate

Instructions:

You are going to read an article about the impact of technology on human memory. For questions 1-6,

choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

The Deep Space Debate: Is Earth Not Enough?

The ambition to reach beyond our atmosphere has always been a hallmark of human progress, yet the
current era of deep space exploration has ignited a fierce ethical debate. Critics of space exploration
argue in the opening paragraph that at a time when our home planet faces unprecedented environmental
degradation, resource scarcity, and social inequality, the astronomical financial resources poured into
Mars missions and lunar bases should be redirected. They claim it is morally questionable to fund the
search for life on other worlds while the quality of life for millions on Earth continues to decline. For these

skeptics, the "Final Frontier" is a costly distraction from urgent Earth-bound crises.

However, proponents of space exploration counter these critics by arguing that the investment is far from
a zero-sum game. They point out that the technologies developed for space missions-from advanced
water purification systems and solar panels to satellite-based climate monitoring-directly benefit
everyday life on Earth. In their view, space agencies are not just looking up; they are providing the tools
to save our planet from its own mismanagement. To them, space research is an engine of innovation that

pays for itself many times over in terrestrial applications.

A more radical argument often heard in these circles is the concept of a planetary backup drive. This
term is used to describe the ambitious goal of colonizing other planets, such as Mars, to ensure the
survival of humanity in the event of a global catastrophe on Earth. Proponents argue that "putting all our
eggs in one basket" is a risky biological strategy. By becoming a multi-planetary species, they believe we
can safeguard the future of human consciousness against potential asteroid impacts, nuclear conflicts, or

total ecological collapse.

Despite this visionary outlook, ethical concerns are frequently raised regarding the commercialization of
space. With private corporations now leading the charge, there is a fear that the same exploitative
patterns seen on Earth will be replicated in the cosmos. The most pressing worry is the monopolization
of extraterrestrial resources by a few wealthy corporations. Without clear international laws, the moon’s
minerals or Martian water could become the private property of a handful of billionaires, leading to a new

era of "space colonialism" that benefits the elite while leaving the rest of humanity behind.



In paragraph 4, the writer suggests that the desire to explore is not merely a modern whim but an
intrinsic part of human nature and our evolutionary history. From the first migrations out of Africa to the
crossing of the great oceans, humans have always been driven by a restless curiosity to see what lies
over the horizon. Space, in this context, is simply the next logical step in a journey that began millions of

years ago.

Ultimately, the writer believes the space debate is essentially a false dichotomy. The idea that we must
choose between fixing Earth and exploring the stars is a narrow perspective. We have the intellectual
and economic capacity to invest in both. Solving climate change and landing a human on Mars are not
mutually exclusive goals; in fact, the spirit of ingenuity required for one is exactly what will be needed to

achieve the other.



Questions:

1. What argument do critics of space exploration present in the opening paragraph?
A. The technological challenges of reaching Mars are insurmountable.
B. Financial resources should be redirected to solve urgent Earth-bound crises.
C. Private companies are unqualified to conduct deep space missions.

D. Humanity is not yet psychologically prepared to encounter alien life.

2. Proponents of space exploration counter the critics by arguing that
A. exploring space is a fundamentally profitable enterprise in the short term.
B. the technologies developed for space directly benefit everyday life on Earth.
C. abandoning space programs would lead to a global economic collapse.

D. Earth will inevitably be destroyed within the next century.

3. The author uses the phrase planetary backup drive to describe
A. a massive computer system designed to store human history.
B. the concept of colonizing other planets to ensure the survival of humanity.
C. a new method of returning spacecraft safely to Earth.

D. the automated rovers currently exploring the Martian surface.

4. What ethical concern is raised regarding the commercialization of space?
A. The possibility of introducing destructive Earth microbes to other planets.
B. The monopolization of extraterrestrial resources by a few wealthy corporations.
C. The danger of space tourism leading to fatal accidents.

D. The lack of international treaties governing satellite placement.

5. In paragraph 4, the writer suggests that the desire to explore is
A. a modern construct created by science fiction media.
B. an unnecessary risk driven by political ego.
C. an intrinsic part of human nature and our evolutionary history.

D. only prevalent in technologically advanced societies.

6. Ultimately, the writer believes the space debate
A. will be resolved once a manned mission successfully lands on Mars.
B. is essentially a false dichotomy, as we can invest in both Earth and space.
C. proves that international space agencies should be disbanded.

D. distracts scientists from finding cures for major diseases.



Bang dap an va giai thich chi tiét:

Cau Pap an Giai thich

1 B. Financial resources should be| Doan 1 néu rd lap luan ctia nhirng ngudi chi trich: nén
redirected to solve urgent| dung tién cho cac cudc khing hoang trén Trai Dat thay
Earth-bound crises. vi tham hiém v tru.

2 B. the technologies developed| Poan 2 gidi thich rang cac cong nghé vii tru mang lai lgi
for space directly benefit| ich thyc ti t& cho cudc sbng hang ngay (loc nuéc, pin
everyday life on Earth. mat troi...).

3 B. the concept of colonizing other| Cum "planetary backup drive" dwgc dung nhw mét phép
planets to ensure the survival of| &n du cho viéc di cw sang hanh tinh khac d& dy phong
humanity. cho sy tén vong cia nhan loai.

4 B. The monopolization of| Poan 4 bay té lo ngai vé viéc tai nguyén ngoai khéng
extraterrestrial resources by a| gian bi cac tap doan giau c6 ddc chiém.
few wealthy corporations.

5 C. an intrinsic part of human| Tac gia khang dinh khao khat kham pha la moét phan
nature and our evolutionary| ban chét tw nhién va lich st tién hoa ctia con ngudi.
history.

6 B. is essentially a false| Két bai khang dinh day 18 mot sw phan déi sai lam vi
dichotomy, as we can invest in| ching ta hoan toan cé thé lam ca hai viéc cung luc.
both Earth and space.

Dich nghia:

Khat vong vwon ra ngoai bau khi quyén ludn la ddu &n cla s tién bd nhan loai, tuy nhién ky nguyén

tham hiém khéng gian sau hién nay da lam day Ién mét cudc tranh luan dao dirc gay gat. Nhitng nguoi

chi trich viéc tham hiém khoéng gian 1ap luan trong doan mé& dau rang, tai théi diém ma hanh tinh nha

cla chung ta dang di méat véi sy suy thodi méi trwong chua tirng cd, sw khan hiém tai nguyén va bat

binh dang xa hoi, thi nguén Iuwc tai chinh khdng 16 6 vao cac str ménh sao Hda va cac cdn cl trén mét

trang nén dwoc chuyén hwéng. Ho tuyén b rang that dang nghi nge vé mat dao dirc khi tai tro cho viéc

tim kiém sy sdng & cac thé gidi khac trong khi chat lwong cudc sbng clia hang triéu ngudi trén Trai Dat

van tiép tuc gidm sut. Déi véi nhirng ngwdi hoai nghi nay, "Ranh gi¢i cudi cling” 1a mét sw xao nhang tn

kém khdi cac cudc khiing hodng cp bach gén lién véi Trai Dat.




Tuy nhién, nhitng ngwdi Gng hd tham hiém khéng gian phan bac nhirng y kién nay bang cach 1ap luan
rang khodn dau tw nay hoan toan khéng phai 1a mét trd choi cé tbng bang khéng. Ho chi ra rang cac
céng nghé dwoc phat trién cho cac s ménh khéng gian-tlr hé théng loc nwéc tién tién va pin mét troi
dén giam sat khi hau qua vé tinh-déu mang lai loi ich trwc tiép cho cudc sébng hang ngay trén Trai Dat.
Theo quan diém cua ho, cac co quan vii tru khéng chi dang nhin Ién troi; ho dang cung cép céac cong cu
dé& cu hanh tinh cta ching ta khdi sy quan ly yéu kém cla chinh né. Béi véi ho, nghién ciru khéng

gian la mét dong co dbi méi giup hoan vén nhiéu 1an théng qua cac (rng dung thuc té.

M6t 1ap luan triét d& hon thwdng thay trong cac nhém nay la khai niém vé mét "6 dia sao lwu hanh tinh".
Thuat ngr nay dwoc str dung dé& mod t& muc tiéu day tham vong la dinh cw trén cac hanh tinh khac,
chéng han nhuv sao Héa, dé dam bao sw ton vong clia nhan loai trong trwérng hop xay ra thdm hoa toan
cau trén Trai D4t. Nhirng ngwdi tng hd 1ap luan réng "dé tat ca trieng vao mat gid" la mét chién lwoc sinh
hoc rii ro. Bang cach tré thanh mét loai da hanh tinh, ho tin rang chung ta cé thé bdo vé twong lai cia y
thirc con ngudi trvdc cac tac dong tiém tang tr thién thach, xung dét hat nhan hoac sw sup dd sinh thai

hoan toan.

B4t chap tam nhin xa nay, nhirng lo ngai vé dao dirc thwdng xuyén dwoc dat ra lién quan dén viéc
thwong mai hoéa khong gian. V&i viéc cac tap doan tw nhan hién dang dan dau, cé6 mot néi so rang cac
mo hinh bdc 16t twong tw nhw trén Trai D4t sé dwoc 1ap lai trong vii tru. Mdi lo ngai cip bach nhét la viéc
ddc quyén tai nguyén ngoai hanh tinh b&i moét vai tap doan giau cé. Néu khong cé luat phap quéc té ré
rang, cac khoang san clia mét trang hodc nuwdc trén sao Héa co thé trd thanh tai san riéng ctia mot
nhém nhd céac ty phu, dan dén mot ky nguyén méi clia "chi nghia thue dan khéng gian" chi mang lai loi

ich cho téng I6p thwong lwu trong khi bé lai phén con lai cha nhan loai phia sau.

Trong doan 4, tac gid goi y rang khao khat kham pha khéng don thuan la mét y thich nhat thoi hién dai
ma |a mot phan ban chat ndi tai ctia con ngudi va lich st tién héa cia chung ta. Tl nhitng cudc di cw
dau tién ra khdi chau Phi dén viéc bang qua cac dai dwong I&n, con ngwoi ludn bi théi thuc b&i mot sy
t6 mo khdéng ngirng nghi dé xem diéu gi ndm phia bén kia dwérng chan tréi. Khéng gian, trong béi canh

nay, don gian la budc logic tiép theo trong mot hanh trinh da bat dau twv hang triéu nam truwde.

Cubdi cung, tac gia tin rang cudc tranh luan vé khéng gian thuc chat 1a mot sy phan déi sai lam. Y twéng
rang chung ta phai lwa chon gitra viéc stra chiva Trai DAt va kham pha céac vi sao 1a mét quan diém han
hep. Chang ta cé nang lyc tri tué va kinh té dé dau tw vao ca hai. Giai quyét bién déi khi hau va dwa con
ngudi 18n sao Héa khong phai la nhixng muc tiéu loai triv 1an nhau; trén thyc té, tinh than khéo l1éo va

sang tao can thiét cho muc tiéu nay chinh xac la nhirng gi can thiét dé dat dwoc muc tiéu kia.
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