CAE Reading Part 6 - Test 2:

The Role of Public Museums

Instructions: You are going to read four extracts from articles in which experts discuss the long-term
impact of remote work on society and the economy. For questions 1-4, choose from the experts A-D.

The experts may be chosen more than once.

Expert A

The primary function of a museum is the preservation of tangible history. In an increasingly ephemeral
digital age, the physical encounter with an artifact-be it a Roman coin or a Renaissance canvas-provides
a vital link to our collective past that no high-definition screen can replicate. However, many institutions
are currently compromising this mission by prioritizing "entertainment value." The trend toward
immersive, tech-heavy installations often overshadows the objects themselves, catering to a generation
with a dwindling attention span. While accessibility is important, a museum should remain a sanctuary for

quiet contemplation rather than a high-tech playground.
Expert B

The traditional image of the museum as a silent storehouse for the elite is long overdue for a revision.
Today’s museums must function as active community hubs, spaces where diverse narratives are not just
displayed but actively debated. The integration of interactive technology is not a "distraction" but an
essential bridge for engaging younger audiences who expect a participatory experience. Furthermore,
the debate over the repatriation of artifacts is the most critical ethical challenge of our time. Institutions
that cling to colonial-era acquisitions under the guise of "universal guardianship" are increasingly out of

step with global moral standards.
Expert C

I am skeptical of the notion that every museum must become a digital arcade to survive. The intrinsic
power of a museum lies in its ability to curate a narrative through the careful selection and placement of
physical objects. When technology is used excessively, it creates a mediated experience that can
actually distance the viewer from the art. That said, | disagree with the view that museums should be
static sanctuaries. They must evolve, particularly in how they address the provenance of their collections.
A transparent dialogue about how objects were acquired is far more important for a museum's future

than the latest augmented reality app.



Expert D

A museum’s greatest asset is its educational potential, and this is best realized through a hybrid
approach. Technology, when used judiciously, can provide layers of context that a simple paper label
never could. It allows for a democratization of knowledge that is profoundly exciting. Regarding the
ongoing controversy over the return of cultural treasures, | believe a compromise is necessary. Rather
than the permanent emptying of western galleries, long-term loan agreements and digital sharing can
honor the heritage of the source nations while maintaining the museum's role as a global crossroads of

human achievement.

Questions:
1. Which expert shares Expert A's skepticism regarding the heavy use of technology in museums?

2. Which expert holds a different view from the others concerning the repatriation or return of
cultural artifacts?

3. Which expert expresses a similar view to Expert B regarding the museum's role in engaging

diverse audiences through interaction?

4. Which expert shares Expert C's opinion that a transparent dialogue about an object's history

(provenance) is a key priority?



Cau Pap an Giai thich

1 C Expert A lo ngai cong nghé lam lu m& hién vat. Expert C ciing hoai nghi vé
viéc bién bao tang thanh "digital arcade" va cho rang cong nghé qua mc lam

nguwoi xem xa r&i nghé thuat.

2 B Experts A, C, va D déu c6 xu hwéng bdo tdn hoac tim gidi phap trung gian
(nhw cho mwon). Expert B c6 quan diém manh mé va khac biét nhéat khi cho

rang viéc gilr lai hién vat thoi thudc dia 1a 16i thei va phi dao dirc.

3 D Expert B Gng hé tich hgp céng nghé dé thu hat khan gia tré. Expert D ciing
tng ho cach tiép can "hybrid" (két hop) va cho rang céng nghé gitp dan chi

hoa kién thirc mot cach thu vi.

4 B Expert C cho réng déi thoai minh bach vé& nguén gbc hién vat 1 téi quan trong.
Expert B ciing dbng tinh khi nh4n manh viéc bédo tang phai Ia noi cac cau
chuyén da dang duwoc tranh luan va gidi quyét cac thach thirc dao dirc vé hién

vat.

Dich nghia:
Chuyén gia A

Chtrc nang chinh cla bdo tang la bao tén lich st hitu hinh. Trong thdi dai kj thuat sb ngay cang ngan
ngli, viéc tiép xuc truc tiép véi mot hién vat-cho du la moét déng xu La Ma hay mét be tranh Phuc
hwng-cung cap mot mdi lién két thiét yéu véi qua khir chung ctia ching ta ma khéng man hinh dé phan
gidi cao nao co thé thay thé dwoc. Tuy nhién, nhiéu t6 chirc hién dang lam toén hai dén s& ménh nay
bang cach wu tién "gia tri gidi tri". Xu huwéng hwéng téi cac sdp dat ddm chim, nang vé céng nghé
thwong lam lu mé chinh cac dd vat, phuc vu cho mot thé hé cé kha néng tap trung ngay cang giam. Mac
du kha nang tiép can la quan trong, bdo tang nén van la mét thanh duwdng dé suy ngdm yén tinh thay vi

Ia mét san choi cdng nghé cao.
Chuyén gia B

Hinh anh truyén théng vé bdo tang nhw mét kho chra im lim cho giéi thwong lwu da qua han dé siva
ddi. Cac bao tang ngay nay phai hoat ddng nhw nhirng trung tam cdng déng tich cwe, khéng gian noi
cac cau chuyén da dang khéng chi dwoc treng bay ma con duwegc tranh luan séi ndi. Viéc tich hop cong
nghé twong tac khoéng phai [a mot sy "xao nhang" ma la mot ciu ndi thiét yéu dé thu hut khan gia tré,

nhirng ngwdi mong dgi mot trai nghiém cé sw tham gia. Hon nira, cudc tranh luan vé viéc hoan tra hién



vat la thach thirc dao dlrc quan trong nhét trong thdi dai clia ching ta. Cac td chirc bam &y nhirng hién
vat thu dwoc tr thoi thude dia dwdi danh nghia "quyén giam ho toan ciu" dang ngay cang tré nén lac

hau so v&i cac tiéu chuan dao dire toan cau.
ChuyéngiaC

To6i hoai nghi vé quan niém rang moi bao tang déu phai tré thanh moét khu trod choi ky thuat sé dé ton tai.
Strc manh ndi tai cla bdo tang ndm & kha nang xay dwng moét cau chuyén théng qua viéc lwa chon va
sap xép can than cac vat thé vat ly. Khi cong nghé dwoc str dung qua mirc, né tao ra moét trai nghiém
gian tiép thuc sw co thé 1am nguoi xem xa rdi nghé thuat. Tuy nhién, t6i khéng déng y v&i quan diém
réng bao tang nén la nhirng thanh dwdng tinh 1ang. Chang phai tién héa, déc biét 1a trong cach ching
gidi quyét ngudn gdc ctia cac bod swu tap. Mot cude dbi thoai minh bach vé cach thirc cac dd vat duoc
thu thap quan trong dbi v&i twong lai ctia bao tang hon nhiéu so véi rng dung thuc té 3o tang cwong

mai nhat.
Chuyén gia D

Tai san lén nhat cta béo tang 1a tiém nang gido duc, va diéu nay duoc thuc hién tét nhat théng qua
cach tiép can két hop (hybrid). Céng nghé, khi dwoc sir dung mét cach khén ngoan, cé thé cung cép cac
|&p ngl® cadnh ma mot nhan gidy don gian khéng bao gid cé thé lam dwoc. N6 cho phép dan chd hoa
kién thirc, mot diéu cuwe ky tha vi. Lién quan dén nhivng tranh cai dang dién ra vé viéc tra lai cac bau vat
van hda, t6i tin rang mot sw thda hiép la can thiét. Thay vi lam tréng réng vinh vién cac phong trung bay
phwong Tay, cac thda thuan cho mwon dai han va chia sé ky thuat sd co6 thé tén vinh di san cta cac
quéc gia ngudn gbc trong khi van duy tri vai trd ctia bao tang nhw mét nga tw toan cau cla nhivng thanh

twu nhan loai.
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