CAE Reading Part 6 - Test 4:
The Value of Philosophy in Modern Education

Instructions: You are going to read four extracts from articles in which experts discuss the long-term
impact of remote work on society and the economy. For questions 1-4, choose from the experts A-D.

The experts may be chosen more than once.

Expert A

The exclusion of philosophy from the core curriculum is a significant oversight in an era defined by
"post-truth” politics. Philosophy is not merely an ivory-tower pursuit; it is a practical toolkit for critical
thinking. By engaging with ethical dilemmas and logical fallacies, students develop a "mental filter" that
allows them to navigate the barrage of online misinformation. However, the current educational focus on
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) often views philosophy as an impractical
luxury. This is a mistake, as the ethical implications of Al and biotechnology require a workforce that is

not just technically proficient but also morally literate.
Expert B

While the intellectual benefits of philosophical inquiry are undeniable, making it a compulsory subject is
problematic. The secondary school curriculum is already overcrowded, and adding another theoretical
discipline risks overwhelming students. Critical thinking can-and should-be integrated into existing
subjects like History, Literature, and Science. Furthermore, philosophy's abstract nature can be
alienating for many teenagers. The focus should instead be on vocational training and digital literacy,
which provide more immediate, tangible benefits in the modern job market. Philosophy remains a

valuable elective for those interested, but it is not a universal necessity.
Expert C

| disagree with the notion that philosophy is too abstract for the average student. When taught effectively,
it addresses the very questions that teenagers are already grappling with: identity, justice, and the nature
of truth. Introducing philosophy at a young age fosters a culture of civil discourse, teaching students how
to disagree without being disagreeable. Regarding the tension with STEM subjects, | believe philosophy
is the perfect companion to the sciences. It provides the foundational logic upon which scientific inquiry is
built. A society that prioritizes technical skill over the ability to question the "why" behind those skills is

destined for a moral vacuum.



Expert D

The argument that philosophy helps combat misinformation is compelling, yet | remain skeptical about its
implementation as a mandatory course. The real challenge lies in the lack of qualified educators capable
of teaching such a nuanced subject without imposing their own biases. Rather than a standalone subject,
philosophical concepts should be woven into the fabric of social studies. | share the view that we must
prioritize subjects that have a direct correlation with economic productivity. In a competitive global
economy, the mastery of data analysis and coding is far more likely to ensure a student’s future success

than an acquaintance with Socratic irony.

Questions:

1. Which expert shares Expert A's view on the importance of philosophy in addressing the ethical

challenges of modern technology?

2. Which expert holds a different opinion from the others regarding whether philosophy is too

"abstract" or difficult for teenagers?

3. Which expert expresses a similar view to Expert B regarding the priority of vocational or

economically-productive skills over philosophy?

4. Which expert shares Expert C's opinion that philosophy should be a mandatory part of the

curriculum rather than just integrated into other subjects?



Cau Pap an Giai thich

1 C Expert A nhAn manh nhu cu vé dao dirc khi d6i méat véi Al va cong nghé sinh
hoc. Expert C ciing ddng tinh khi cho rdng mot xa hdi chi wu tién kj thuat ma

khong biét dat cau hdi "tai sao" (triét hoc) sé roi vao khoang tréng dao dirc.

2 C Experts B va D déu coi triét hoc la triru twong hodc khé trién khai. Expert C cé
quan diém khac biét khi khang dinh triét hoc khéng qua triru twong va thuc té
ra4t phu hop véi nhivng thadc mac vé danh tinh va céng ly cia Ira tudi thanh

thiéu nién.

3 D Expert B wu tién dao tao nghé va ky nang thuc té cho thj trwéng lao déng.
Expert D ciing chia sé quan diém nay khi nhan manh viéc wu tién cac mén hoc

c6 lién quan trwc tiép dén nang suét kinh té nhw phan tich div liéu va lap trinh.

4 A Expert C Gng hd viéc dwa triét hoc thanh mét phan bét budc dé thuc day van
hoa thao luan. Expert A cling coi viéc loai bé triét hoc khdi chwong trinh cbt 16i

la mot sai lam I&n va coi day 1a cdng cu tw duy thiét yéu.

Dich nghia:
Chuyén gia A

Viéc loai bd triét hoc khdi chwong trinh gidng day cbt I6i 1a mét sy thiéu sét dang ké trong thoi dai duwoc
dinh nghia b&i chinh tri "hau sw that". Triét hoc khdng don thuan 1a mét sw theo dubi xa rdi thye té; né 1a
mot b cong cu thue té cho tw duy phan bién. Bang cach tiép can véi cac tinh hudng khé xtr vé dao dirc
va cac 16i nguy bién logic, hoc sinh phat trién mét "bo loc tinh than" cho phép cac em diéu hwéng qua
lan séng thong tin sai léch trwc tuyén. Tuy nhién, trong tdm gido duc hién nay vao cac mén STEM
thwdng coi triét hoc [a mot thir xa xi khong thue té. Day 1a mét sai 1am, vi nhivng tac dong dao dirc cla
Al va cdng nghé sinh hoc ddi héi mot lwe lwong lao dong khodng chi thanh thao vé k§ thuat ma con phai

am hiéu vé dao durc.
Chuyén gia B

M&c du nhirng loi ich tri tué clta viéc tim hiéu triét hoc 1a khéng thé pha nhan, nhwng viéc bién né thanh
mot moén hoc bat budc la mét van dé nan gidi. Chwong trinh trung hoc vén da qua tai, va viéc thém mot
nganh ly thuyét khac cé nguy co gay qua tai cho hoc sinh. Tw duy phan bién cé thé-va nén-dwoc tich
hop vao cac mdn hoc hién cé6 nhw Lich str, Van hoc va Khoa hoc. Hon niva, ban chét trivu twong cla

triét hoc cé thé gay xa la v&i nhiéu thanh thiéu nién. Thay vao do, trong tAm nén la dao tao nghé va hiéu



biét vé ky thuat sé, nhirng thir mang lai lgi ich hiru hinh, tirc thdi hon trong thj trwéng viéc 1am hién dai.
Triét hoc van 1& mét mén tw chon cd gia tri cho nhirng ai quan tdm, nhwng né khéng phai la mét nhu cau

phd quat.
ChuyéngiaC

Toéi khdng ddng y véi quan niém cho rang triét hoc qua triru twong ddi véi moét hoc sinh trung binh. Khi
dwoc gidng day hiéu qua, né gidi quyét chinh nhirng cau hdi ma thanh thiéu nién dang phai vat Ion:
danh tinh, céng ly va ban chat cla sw that. Gigi thiéu triét hoc & d6 tudi tré thic day van héa thao luan
dan s, day hoc sinh cach bat ddng quan diém ma khong gay han hoc. Lién quan dén sy cang thang voi
cac modn STEM, toi tin réng triét hoc la ngudi ban ddng hanh hoan hao cho cac nganh khoa hoc. N6
cung cap nén tang logic ma dwa vao dé cac cudc diéu tra khoa hoc dwoc xay dwng. Mot xa hoi wu tién
ky nang ky thuat hon kha nang dat cau héi "tai sao" dang sau nhirng ky ndng dé chac chan sé roi vao

mot khoang tréng dao durc.
Chuyén gia D

Lap luan rang triét hoc giup chdng lai théng tin sai l&ch la rat thuyét phuc, tuy nhién tdi van hoai nghi vé
viéc trién khai né nhuw mét khda hoc bat budc. Thach thire thwe sy nam & viéc thiéu cac nha giao duc di
trinh d6 dé giang day mét mén hoc sac sdo nhw vay ma khéng ap dat dinh kién ca nhan cla ho. Thay vi
la mét mén hoc ddc lap, cac khai niém triét hoc nén dwoc 16ng ghép vao cau tric clia cac mén hoc xa
hoi. Toi chia sé quan diém réng ching ta phai wu tién cac mén hoc cé mdi twong quan truc tiép véi nang
suét kinh té. Trong mot nén kinh té toan cau canh tranh, viéc lam chi phan tich dir liéu va 1ap trinh cé
kha ndng dadm bao thanh céng trong twong lai ctia mét hoc sinh cao hon nhiéu so véi viéc 1am quen véi

sw mia mai kiéu Socrates.
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