CAE Reading Part 7 - Test 1:

The Surprising Resilience of Vinyl

Instructions: You are going to read an article about the comeback of vinyl records. Six paragraphs
have been removed from the article. Choose from the paragraphs A-G the one which fits each gap

(41-46). There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.

In an era where billions of songs are available at the swipe of a finger, the vinyl record should, by all
logic, be a museum piece. Digital streaming services offer convenience, portability, and an infinite library
for a small monthly fee. Yet, across the globe, sales of vinyl have reached levels not seen since the
1980s.

MI..]

This resurgence isn't merely driven by older generations looking for a piece of their youth. A significant
portion of today’s vinyl buyers are Gen Z and Millennials, many of whom were born long after the
compact disc had already supposedly "killed" the record. To understand why, one must look beyond the

audio quality itself.
4270 ...1]

There is also the matter of the artwork. On a smartphone screen, album art is a tiny thumbnail, often
ignored. On a 12-inch vinyl sleeve, it is a canvas. For many fans, owning the record is like owning a
piece of physical art that represents the music. This visual and tactile connection creates a deeper bond

between the artist and the listener.
431 ...]

Critics, however, are quick to point out the flaws. Records are expensive, fragile, and require a dedicated
turntable and speakers to play. They are the antithesis of modern mobile life. You cannot take a record

player on a jog or listen to it in a crowded subway car.
441 ...]

Furthermore, the "warmth" of vinyl sound—a common argument used by enthusiasts—is often debated
by audio engineers. Some argue that what listeners perceive as warmth is actually a subtle distortion
caused by the mechanical nature of the needle hitting the groove. Yet, for many, this imperfection is

precisely what makes the experience feel "human" compared to the clinical perfection of a digital file.



4571 ...

]

This ritual encourages active listening. In the digital world, music often becomes background noise,

easily skipped or shuffled. With vinyl, you are more likely to sit down and listen to an album from start to

finish, the way the artist intended. It demands your attention in a way that a playlist simply does not.

461 ...

]

While it may never reclaim its status as the dominant format for music consumption, the vinyl record has

proven that it is more than just a fad. It represents a desire for something permanent in a disposable

world, a physical anchor in a sea of digital data.

Cac doan van dé chon:

A: Unlike the invisible nature of digital files, a record is something you can hold. There is a

specific satisfaction in pulling a heavy disc from its sleeve and carefully placing it on a platter.

B: Most major record labels have noticed this trend and are now re-releasing classic albums on

colored vinyl to attract collectors.

C: Despite these practical disadvantages, the format continues to thrive. The limitations of vinyl
are, paradoxically, part of its charm for a generation tired of the overwhelming choice offered by

the internet.

D: Statistics show that in several major markets, vinyl revenue has actually overtaken that of
CDs. What started as a niche hobby for audiophiles has transformed into a mainstream cultural

phenomenon.

E: Then there is the ritual involved. The act of cleaning the record, lowering the tonearm, and
having to physically flip the disc over after twenty minutes creates a deliberate interaction with the

music.

F: Many albums also include lyric sheets, posters, and digital download codes, giving the buyer

the best of both worlds: a physical object for the home and digital files for the road.

G: As a result, pressing plants that were once on the verge of closing are now operating at full

capacity, struggling to keep up with the global demand for new releases.



Pap an

Giai thich

41

Doan trwéc ndi vé doanh sb vinyl dat mirc cao ky luc. Doan D tiép néi bang s6

liéu théng ké doanh thu vwot qua CD va tré thanh hién twong van héa.

42

Doan trwdc ndi vé viéc can nhin xa hon chat lwong am thanh. Poan A bét dau
bang sw so sanh gitra tinh vo hinh cla ky thuat s va tinh "hivu hinh" (cé thé

cam nam) cta vinyl.

43

DPoan truwéc ndi vé bia dia (artwork). Doan F mé rong thém vé cac vat pham di

kém nhu t& 101 bai hat, poster bén trong bia dia do.

44

Doan truéc liét ké cac nhuoc diém (dat, dé v&, cong kénh). Doan C bét dau
bang Despite these practical disadvantages (B4t chap nhirng bét loi thuc té

nay) dé chuyén huéng sang stre hit ctia né.

45

Doan sau néi vé This ritual (Nghi I& nay). Poan E chinh la doan mé ta cac

hanh ddng mang tinh nghi 1& nhw lau dia, ha kim, 14t dia.

46

DPoan trwéc ndi vé viéc doi hdi sy chi y cliia ngudi nghe. Poan G két luan vé
két qua kinh té: cac nha may ép dia dang hoat déng hét cong suét dé dap ing

nhu cau.

Dich nghia: Sv kién cwdng dang ngac nhién cta dia Vinyl

Trong théi dai ma hang ty bai hat cé sin chi bang mét cai vubt tay, dia vinyl, theo moi logic, 18 ra phai la

mot mén dd trong bao tang. Cac dich vu phat nhac truc tuyén mang lai sw tién loi, tinh di ddng va mot

thw vién vo tan véi mot khoan phi hang thang nhd. Tuy nhién, trén toan thé gidi, doanh sb ban dia vinyl

da dat dén mirc chwa tirng thdy ké tir nhixng ndm 1980.

41 [D] Céac sb liéu théng ké cho thdy tai mét sb thi trwedng Ién, doanh thu tir dia vinyl thuwe sy da vwot

qua doanh thu tir dia CD. Nhirng gi bat ddu nhw mét sé& thich ngach danh cho nhixtng ngwdi sanh am

thanh da bién thanh mét hién twong van hoéa chinh thdng.

Sw hdi sinh nay khéng chi dwoc thic day béi cac thé hé I1én tudi dang tim kiém mdt phan tudi tré ca ho.

M6t phan dang ké nhirng ngwdi mua dia vinyl ngay nay la Gen Z va Millennials, nhiéu ngwdi trong sé ho

sinh ra rat lau sau khi dfa compact (CD) dwoc cho la da "khai t&" dia nhwa. Dé hiéu tai sao, ngudi ta

phai nhin xa hon ban than chéat lwong am thanh.




42 [A] Khac v&i ban chét vo hinh cla cac tép k§ thuat sb, mot chiéc dia nhwa 13 thir ban cé thé cAm trén

tay. Co mot sw thda man dac biét khi rit mét chiée dia nang ra khéi vé va can than dat né 1én mam xoay.

Con c6 van dé vé tac phdm nghé thuat (bia dia). Trén man hinh dién thoai théng minh, anh bia album
chi la mét hinh thu nhd, thwéng bi phét 1. Trén mot vé dia vinyl 12 inch, né 1a mét birc tranh. Déi véi
nhiéu ngudi ham md, s& hiru dia nhac ciing giéng nhw s& hiru mot tac phadm nghé thuat vat ly dai dién
cho am nhac. Su két ndi thj giac va xic giac nay tao ra mbi lién két sdu sac hon gitra nghé si va nguoi

nghe.

43 [F] Nhiéu album ciing bao gdm t& 16 bai hat, ap phich va ma tai xudng k¥ thuat sd, mang lai cho
ngwdi mua nhivtng gi tot nhat cia ca hai thé gi¢i: mot vat thé vat ly cho ngdi nha va cac tép kj thuat sé

cho nhirng chuyén di.

Tuy nhién, nhi*ng nguwdi chi trich nhanh chéng chi ra nhivng khuyét diém. Bia nhwa dét tién, dé v& va
yéu cau may hat ciing nhw loa chuyén dung dé phat. Chung 1a sw dbi 1ap hoan toan cla cudc séng di
dong hién dai. Ban khong thé mang may hat dia di chay bd hodc nghe né trong moét toa tau dién ngam

dong duc.

44 [C] B4t chép nhirng bét loi thuc t& nay, dinh dang nay van tiép tuc phat trién manh mé. Nhirng han
ché cta dia vinyl, that ky la, lai & mét phan sirc hdp dan cha né déi véi mot thé hé mét méi véi sw lva

chon qua tai do internet mang lai.

Hon nira, "sw 4m ap" cta am thanh vinyl—moét lap luan phd bién dwgc nhitng ngwdi dam mé sty
dung—thwdng dwoc cac k§ sw am thanh tranh luan. Mét sé y kién cho rang nhivng gi ngwoi nghe cam
nhan la sy 4m ap thuc chét la mdt sy bién dang tinh vi do ban chat co hoc ctia kim khi cham vao ranh
dia. Tuy nhién, dbi v&i nhiéu nguoi, su khdng hoan hao nay chinh la diéu lam cho trai nghiém cam thay

"ngudi" hon so véi sy hoan hao vé trung ctia mot tép ky thuat sb.

45 [E] Sau d6 l1a nghi I& lién quan. Hanh ddng lau dia, ha tay kim va phai 1at dia sau hai mwoi phut tao ra

mot sy twong tac co chua dich véi am nhac.

Nghi 1&8 nay khuyén khich viéc nghe cha ddng. Trong thé gi&i ki thuat sd, am nhac thuwong tré thanh am
thanh nén, dé& dang bi bé qua hodc phat ngau nhién. V&i vinyl, ban c6 nhiéu kha ning ngdi xuéng va
nghe mét album tr dau dén cudi, theo cach ma nghé si mong muébn. Né doi héi sw chi y clia ban theo

cach ma mét danh sach phat (playlist) don gian khéng lam dworc.

46 [G] Két qua la, cac nha may ép dia tirng trén bd vuwc dong ctra hién dang hoat ddng hét cong suét,

vat 16n dé bat kip nhu cau toan ciu déi véi cac ban phat hanh méi.

M&c du né co thé khong bao gio gianh lai dwoc vi thé 1a dinh dang thdng tri trong tiéu thu am nhac,
nhwng dia vinyl d& chirng minh rang né khéng chi la mét trao lwu nhét théi. N6 dai dién cho khao khat vé
mot thir gi d6 vinh ctru trong mot thé gidi dé virt bd, mot chiéc mé neo vat ly trong bién dir liéu ky thuat
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