CAE Reading Part 8 - Test 2:

The Future of Public Libraries

Instructions:

You are going to read an article about four different perspectives on the role of public libraries in the
digital age (A-D). For questions 47-56, choose from the sections. The sections may be chosen more

than once.

Which section mentions:
e 47. a concern that physical books might become secondary to digital entertainment?
e 48. the idea that libraries serve as a vital "neutral ground" for social cohesion?
e 49. a suggestion that libraries should function more like community workshops?
e 50. the belief that librarians need to evolve into specialized data navigators?
e 51. a criticism of the high costs associated with maintaining digital archives?
e 52. an observation that libraries provide essential access to services for the underprivileged?
e 53. the potential for libraries to preserve local history that isn't available online?
e 54. a warning that libraries must remain quiet spaces for reflection?
e 55, the mention of a shift towards lending unconventional items beyond media?

e 56. the view that the architecture of a library should reflect its changing purpose?



THE FUTURE OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES
A. The Digital Archivist

The physical book is no longer the sole monarch of the library. In an era of information overload, the
librarian’s role is shifting from a custodian of shelves to a high-level research consultant, helping users
filter through the vast, often unreliable, ocean of online data. However, we must be wary. The push to
digitize everything is prohibitively expensive, and some commercial platforms charge libraries exorbitant
fees for e-book licenses that they never truly "own." We risk spending our entire budgets on ephemeral

digital access while our physical collections gather dust.
B. The Community Advocate

Libraries are the last remaining spaces where you can exist without being expected to spend money.
They are "third places"-neither home nor work-where people from all walks of life encounter one another.
For low-income families, the library is a lifeline, providing the only high-speed internet access available to
them for job applications or government services. We are seeing a trend where libraries are evolving into
"Library of Things," where you can borrow a power drill, a sewing machine, or a telescope. This fosters a

circular economy and brings the community together through shared resources.
C. The Traditionalist scholar

There is a growing, and worrying, trend of turning libraries into "community hubs" filled with coffee shops
and gaming zones. While attracting younger crowds is important, we must not lose the library’s primary
function: a sanctuary for silence and deep study. The brain requires a specific environment for the kind of
concentration that physical books provide. Furthermore, libraries have a unique duty to curate local,
physical archives-diaries, maps, and local newspapers-that have not been, and may never be, digitized

by global search engines. If we turn libraries into noisy social clubs, we lose their soul.
D. The Urban Architect

The design of library buildings is undergoing a radical transformation. We are moving away from the
"fortress of books" model-dark, cramped, and intimidating-towards transparent, flexible spaces with
movable walls and "maker spaces" equipped with 3D printers and recording studios. The building itself
must communicate that this is a place of active creation, not just passive consumption. A modern library
should be an incubator for local startups and a laboratory for students. This architectural shift ensures
the institution remains relevant in a world where the information itself can be accessed from a

smartphone.



Cau bap an | Giai thich

47 A "physical collections gather dust" (lo ngai sach gidy bi bd bé so v&i kj thuat
s).

48 B "third places... people from all walks of life encounter one another" (khdng gian
trung 1ap, gan két xa hoi).

49 D "maker spaces equipped with 3D printers and recording studios" (xwédng lam
viéc cong doéng).

50 A "shifting from a custodian... to a high-level research consultant" (tha thw thanh
ngudi diéu hwéng div liéu).

51 A "digitize everything is prohibitively expensive... exorbitant fees" (chi phi cao cho
lwu trik/ban quyén sb).

52 B "For low-income families, the library is a lifeline" (hé tro ngwdi cd hoan canh
kho khan).

53 C "curate local, physical archives... not been... digitized" (lwu tri¥ lich st dia
phwong khéng cé trén mang).

54 C "sanctuary for silence and deep study... must not lose" (cdnh bao phai gilr
khéng gian yén tinh).

55 B "borrow a power drill, a sewing machine, or a telescope" (cho mwgn nhirng vat
dung khéng truyén théng).

56 D "The building itself must communicate... architectural shift" (kién tric phan anh

muc dich mai).




Dich nghia: TWONG LAI CUA THU VIEN CONG CONG
A. Ngwoi lwu triv ki thuat s6

Séach gidy khong con 1a “vi vua duy nhéat” ctia thw vién niva. Trong thdi dai bung nd théng tin, vai trd cla
thd thw dang chuyén tir nguwdi quan ly gia sach sang mét chuyén gia tw van nghién ctru cap cao, gilp
nguwdi dung loc ra thdng tin dang tin cay gitra “dai dwong” di¥ liéu trwc tuyén khdng 16 nhwng nhiéu khi
thiéu chinh xac. Tuy nhién, chung ta ciing can can trong. Viéc sb héa moi thir c6 chi phi vé cuing dat do,
va mdt sb nén tdng thwong mai con tinh phi ban quyén sach dién tlr rat cao du thw vién thuc chat khong

hé “s& hiru” ching. Chung ta c6 nguy co tiéu hét ngan sach cho quyén truy cap ky thuat sé tam thoi,

trong khi cac bd swu tap sach gidy dan bi bd quén.
B. Ngwei Ging hd cdng dong

Thw vién la mét trong sb it khéng gian con lai noi con ngudi co thé tdn tai ma khéng bi ky vong phai chi
tiéu tién bac. Day 1a “khéng gian thir ba” - khéng phai nha ciing khéng phai noi lam viéc - noi moi tang
I&p xa héi cé co hdi gap g& nhau. V&i cac gia dinh thu nhap thap, thw vién gibng nhw mét “phao ciru
sinh”, cung cap két néi internet tbc dd cao duy nhét dé ho ndp don xin viéc hodc s dung cac dich vu
chinh phu. Hién nay, nhiéu thw vién dang phat trién theo mé hinh “Library of Things” (Thw vién db dung),
noi ngudi dan cé thé mwon may khoan, may may hay kinh thién van. Biéu nay thic day nén kinh té chia

sé va gan két cong déng théng qua viéc dung chung tai nguyén.
C. Hoc gia theo chu nghia truyén théng

Hién nay dang cé mét xu huwéng ngay cang phd bién nhwng ciing dang lo ngai: bién thw vién thanh cac
“trung tdm cdng ddng” day quan ca phé va khu choi game. DU viéc thu hut gidi tré 14 quan trong, ching
ta khong dwoc danh méat chirc ndng cbt 16i cta thw vién: mot noi yén tinh danh cho viéc hoc tap va
nghién clru chuyén sau. B6 ndo can mét méi trweng phu hop dé dat dwoc kha néng tap trung ma sach
giéy mang lai. Hon nira, thw vién cé trach nhiém dac biét trong viéc lwu trir cac tw liéu dia phwong dui
dang vat ly - nhw nhat ky, ban dd va bao dia phwong - nhitng thir chwa dwoc, va co thé sé khéng bao
gid dwoc, sb héa béi cac cong cu tim kiém toan ciu. Néu bién thw vién thanh nhirng cau lac bd xa hoi

on &o, ching ta sé& danh mét “linh hén” ctia né.
D. Kién tric sw db thi

Thiét ké cac tda nha thw vién dang trdi qua mot sy thay ddi manh mé. Chung ta dang r&i xa mé hinh
“phao dai sach” - tbi tam, chat chdi va gay cam giac kho tiép can - d& hwéng téi nhirng khong gian mé,
linh hoat v&i cac blrc twdng di déng va “maker spaces” dwoc trang bi may in 3D cung phong thu am.
Ban than tda nha phai truyén tai thong diép rang day 1a noi danh cho sy sang tao chd ddng chir khéng
chi 1a noi tiép nhan kién thirc mot cach thu ddng. Mot thw vién hién dai nén tré thanh “vwon wom” cho
céac startup dia phwong va 1a phong thi nghiém cho hoc sinh, sinh vién. Sy thay déi vé kién trac nay giup

dam bao rang thw vién van duy tri dwoc tinh phu hop va gia tri trong twong lai.
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