CAE Writing Part 1 - Test 1

1. Dé bai (Prompt)

Context:

You have listened to a radio discussion programme about how local governments can make cities more

environmentally sustainable. You have made the notes below:
Which area should receive the most funding to improve urban sustainability?
e Public transport
e Green spaces
e Energy-efficient buildings
Some opinions expressed in the discussion:
e "If public transport was cheaper and more reliable, nobody would drive.”

e "Concrete jungles are depressing; we need more trees to breathe."

e "Solar panels and better insulation in buildings should be mandatory.”

Task:

Write an essay discussing TWO of the areas in your notes. You should explain which area is more

important for local governments to fund, providing reasons in support of your answer.

You may, if you wish, make use of the opinions expressed in the discussion, but you should use your

own words as far as possible.

Write your essay in 220-260 words in an appropriate style.




2. Bai mau dat diém C1/C2 (Sample Essay)

The rapid urbanization of the 21st century has brought the issue of urban sustainability to the forefront of
political discourse. As local governments grapple with environmental degradation, determining how to
allocate funds effectively is paramount. Two areas frequently debated in this regard are the

enhancement of public transport networks and the expansion of green spaces.

Undoubtedly, upgrading public transport infrastructure is a critical step toward a sustainable future. The
ubiquity of private vehicles is a primary contributor to urban air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
By subsidizing public transit to make it both affordable and reliable, local authorities can incentivize
citizens to abandon their cars. This behavioral shift would not only alleviate chronic traffic congestion but

also significantly reduce a city's overall carbon footprint.

Conversely, the provision of green spaces, such as public parks and urban forests, offers profound
ecological and psychological benefits. In the midst of sprawling concrete jungles, these areas act as vital
carbon sinks and foster local biodiversity. Furthermore, they provide residents with essential sanctuaries
for recreation and mental restoration, which is crucial for maintaining a high quality of life in densely

populated regions.

While both initiatives are indispensable for cultivating a livable urban environment, | firmly believe that
prioritizing public transport is of greater importance. Although green spaces mitigate the effects of
pollution and improve public well-being, a comprehensive and zero-emission transit system actively
addresses the root cause of environmental damage. Consequently, channeling funds into public

transport yields a more immediate and profound impact on a city's long-term sustainability.



Dich nghia bai mau:

Sw d6 thi héa nhanh chéng trong thé ky 21 da dwa van dé phat trién bén virng cta db thi Ién hang dau
trong cac cudc luan ban chinh tri. Khi cac chinh quyén dia phwong phai vat 16n véi tinh trang suy thoai
moi trwdng, viéc xac dinh cach phan bé ngan sach hiéu qua la diéu téi quan trong. Hai linh vic thwdng
duwoc tranh luan vé khia canh nay la viéc nang cap mang lwdi giao thédng cdng cong va mé rong khéng

gian xanh.

Khoéng thé pht nhan rang, nang cap co s& ha tang giao théng coéng cong la moét bwdc di quan trong
hwéng téi mét twong lai bén virng. Sy phd bién clia cac phuwong tién ca nhan la nguyén nhan chinh gay
ra & nhiém khong khi d6 thj va phat thai khi nha kinh. Bang cach tro gia cho giao théng céng cdng dé né
tré nén ré va dang tin cay hon, chinh quyén dia phuwong cé thé khuyén khich ngwdi dan tir bd xe hoi
cta ho. Sy thay déi hanh vi nay khéng chi lam gidm bét tinh trang tdc nghén giao thdng kinh nién ma

con lam giam dang ké lwong khi thai carbon téng thé ctia mét thanh phd.

Mé&t khac, viéc cung cap cac khdng gian xanh, chang han nhw cong vién céng cong va rirng dd thi,
mang lai nhitng loi ich sau sdc v& mét sinh thai va tam ly. Gitra nhirng "khu rirng bé téng" dang lan
rong, nhirng khu vuwc nay déng vai trd la bé chira carbon quan trong va nuédi duéng da dang sinh hoc dia
phwong. Hon niva, ching cung cip cho cw dan nhitng noi trd &n thiét yéu dé giai tri va phuc hdi tinh

than, diéu cuwc ky quan trong dé duy tri chat lwong cudc sbng cao & nhitng khu vre ddng dan cuw.

Mé&c du ca hai sang kién déu khong thé thiéu dé kién tao mot méi trwdng do thi dang sbng, t6i vivng tin
rang viéc wu tién giao thédng cong cong cé tdm quan trong I&n hon. Mdc du khéng gian xanh lam gidm
thiéu tac déng ctia & nhiém va cai thién strc khde cong ddng, mot hé théng giao théng cong cong toan
dién va khong phat thai sé giai quyét trwc tiép nguyén nhan gbc ré cla sw tan pha méi trwérng. Do do,
viéc rét vén vao giao thdng cong cong sé mang lai tac dong sau sac va tire thdi hon dbi véi sw bén vivng

lau dai ctia moét thanh phd.
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