CAE Writing Part 1 - Test 5

1. Dé bai (Prompt)

Context: You have attended a seminar about the value of preserving historical buildings and sites in

modern cities. You have made the notes below:
What is the most important reason for preserving historical sites?
e Cultural identity
e Tourism and economy
e Education
Some opinions expressed in the seminar:
e "Historical sites are a physical link to our ancestors; without them, we lose our roots."
e "Many cities rely on international visitors who come specifically to see ancient landmarks."

e "Students learn much more effectively when they can stand in the place where history actually

happened.”

Task:

Write an essay discussing TWO of the reasons in your notes. You should explain which reason is more

important for the community, providing reasons in support of your answer.

You may, if you wish, make use of the opinions expressed in the discussion, but you should use your

own words as far as possible.

Write your essay in 220-260 words in an appropriate style.




2. Bai mau dat diém C1/C2 (Sample Essay)

In an era characterized by rapid modernization and architectural uniformity, the preservation of historical
sites has become a subject of intense deliberation. While some argue that urban space should be
prioritized for contemporary needs, the value of maintaining heritage sites remains immense. Two of the
most compelling arguments for preservation concern the reinforcement of cultural identity and the

substantial benefits to tourism and the local economy.

The most profound impact of historical preservation is its role in fostering cultural identity. Historical
landmarks serve as tangible links to a nation’s past, providing a sense of continuity in an ever-changing
world. Without these physical reminders of our ancestors' achievements and struggles, a society risks a
form of collective amnesia, losing the "roots" that define its unique character. By safeguarding these

sites, communities maintain a shared narrative that strengthens social cohesion and pride.

Furthermore, from a pragmatic standpoint, historical sites are often the lifeblood of a city’s tourism
industry. Landmarks of significant historical value attract global travelers, which in turn generates
substantial revenue for local businesses and creates employment opportunities. In many world-class
cities, the aesthetic and historical appeal of the urban landscape is the primary driver of economic
growth. Therefore, the restoration of such sites is not merely a sentimental endeavor but a strategic

economic investment.

In conclusion, while the economic advantages of tourism are undeniably significant, | believe that the
preservation of cultural identity is the more vital reason. Economic trends can fluctuate, and industries
may decline, but the spiritual and social foundations provided by a nation’s heritage are irreplaceable.
Protecting our history ensures that future generations inherit a sense of belonging that no amount of

modern infrastructure can replicate.



Dich nghia bai mau:

Trong mot ky nguyén dac trng bdi sw hién dai héa nhanh chéng va sy ddng nhat vé kién truc, viéc bao
tén cac di tich lich siv da tré thanh mét chi dé thao luan gay gat. Trong khi mét sé nguwdi cho réng khéng
gian dd thj nén dwoc wu tién cho cac nhu cau dwong dai, gia tri ctia viéc duy tri cac di tich di san van vo
cung to I&n. Hai trong sé nhirng lap luan thuyét phuc nhat cho viéc bao tdn lién quan dén viéc cing cb

ban sac van héa va nhirng loi ich dang ké déi véi du lich va kinh té dia phwong.

Tac ddng sau sac nhat clia viéc bao ton lich stv 13 vai trd clia né trong viéc nudi dwdng ban sc van hoa.
Céc dia danh lich str déng vai tro la mdi lién két hiru hinh véi qua khir cia mot quéc gia, mang lai cdm
giac lién tuc trong moét thé gidi khong ngirng thay ddi. Néu khéng cé nhivng 16 nhdc nhé vat chat nay vé
nhirng thanh twu va cudc dau tranh cla tb tién, mot xa hoi cd nguy co roi vao trang thai mat tri nhé tap
thé&, danh méat di nhirng "cdi ngudn” dinh nghia nén tinh cach riéng biét ctia né. Bang cach bao vé cac di

tich nay, cong déng duy tri mét cau chuyén chung gitp tdng cuéong sw gan két va niém tw hao xa hoi.

Hon nira, tr quan diém thwc té, cac di tich lich st thwong 1a huyét mach ctia nganh du lich thanh phé.
Céc dia danh c6 gia tri lich st dang ké& thu hut khach du lich toan cau, tlr d6 tao ra doanh thu dang ké
cho cac doanh nghiép dia phwong va tao ra co hoi viéc lam. & nhiéu thanh phd dang cép thé gidi, strc
héap dan vé thAm my va lich st cGia cadnh quan dd thj 1a dong lwc chinh cla tang trwéng kinh té. Do do,
viéc trung tu cac di tich nhw vay khéng don thuan la mét nd lwc cdm tinh ma la mét khodn dau tw kinh té

chién lwoc.

Tém lai, méc du cac lgi thé kinh té cia du lich ré rang la dang ké, t6i tin rang viéc bao tén ban sc van
héa la ly do quan trong hon. Cac xu hwéng kinh té co thé bién dong va cac nganh cdng nghiép cé thé
suy thodi, nhwng nén tang tinh than va x& hoi do di sa&n clia mét qudc gia cung cép 1a khong thé thay
thé. Bao vé lich sir cia chuing ta dam bao réng cac thé hé twong lai ké thira dwoc cdm giac thudc vé ma

khéng mét lwong co s& ha tAng hién dai nao c6 thé sao chép duoc.
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